
Subject: FOR INCLUSION IN PUBLIC RECORD re: Mandated Participation in NYS 

Field Tests, 45 Day Comment Period 
Reply-To: hohptsaboard@googlegroups.com 

 
From: Hastings PTSA <hastingsonhudsonptsa@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Jan 17, 2015 at 6:06 PM 
To: jking@mail.nysed.gov, regent.tisch@nysed.gov, regent.bottar@nysed.gov, 
regent.bennet@nysed.gov, regent.dawson@nysed.gov, regent.phillips@nysed.gov, 
regent.tallon@nysed.gov, regent.tilles@nysed.gov, regent.bendit@nysed.gov, regent.rosa@nysed.gov, 
regent.young@nysed.gov, regent.cea@nysed.gov, regent.norwood@nysed.gov, 
regent.cashin@nysed.gov, regent.cottrell@nysed.gov, regent.finn@nysed.gov, 
regent.brown@nysed.gov, commissioner@mail.nysed.gov 
 

Dear Board of Regents: 
  
We write to ask that you reject the proposed amendments that would force New York schools to 
administer stand-alone field tests. See Memo from Ken 
Wagner, http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2014/November2014/1114p12d2.pdf ("Wagner Memo"). 
  
As you know, testing time in NY has increased dramatically for our children over the past several years, 
taking away valuable instruction time from non-tested subjects and causing stress in students.  Requiring 
yet another mandatory test -- especially one that doesn't benefit the student or the school -- on top of 7-9 
hours of already mandated testing, is simply not acceptable to NY parents.  
  
In addition, stand-alone field tests don't produce good data. In 2013, Ken Wagner, of the NY Dept. of 
Education, explained why the data is problematic: "Mr. Wagner said the state would prefer to eliminate 
stand-alone field tests. The tests can be statistically unreliable, he said, since children are not as 
motivated if they know the exam has no 
consequences."  http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/20/education/to-sharpen-student-testing-another-
round-of-tests.html?_r=0. In an about-face, Mr. Wagner, author of the current memo urging mandated 
stand-alone field tests, now says this plan will help develop "fair and valid future State tests." Nothing is 
given in support of this 180-degree turnaround.  Unreliable data gleaned from stand-alone field tests will 
lead to the creation of high-stakes tests based on poor data.   
  
In addition, the State Education Department's asking this Board to adopt this resolution may be in conflict 
with existing law.  The Common Core Implementation Reform Act (“CCIA”), passed last spring, states 
"[t]he commissioner shall take actions to reduce time spent on field tests for students taking the 
state administered standardized English and mathematics assessments for grades three through eight to 
the extent federal funds are allowable for such purpose under the state stabilization fund of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 or are otherwise available."  
 Budget Article 7, subpart G k-2. http://www.harrisbeach.com/files/2014/2014-
2015%20Article%20VII%20Budget%20Bill%20Part%20AA%20Subpart%20A-L.pdf.  See 
also http://www.nysenate.gov/press-release/facts-common-core-implementation-reform-act(under 
"Reduce testing") and http://www.saanys.org/viewarticle.asp?id=3945 (under "Test administration"). 
  
Requiring districts to administer stand-alone tests appears to be in violation of this law, in language or in 
spirit; the resolutions would lead to either keeping testing at the same level or increasing the amount of 
testing, because, despite repeated statements by SED, districts are currently not required to administer 
these tests.  SED has specifically admitted this in its signed contract in Pearson, which states: "Since field 
test participation in NYS is not mandated, the contractor must oversample in order to achieve the target 
of 2,000 answer papers written for each field test form."  p.63, Pearson/NYSED contract, (emphasis 
added) 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B2nxR88VgIpoQ1V6N1NjSWxpano5aEpLMHE1cy05Qm82WTI0/preview
?pli=1.   
  
A more reliable approach is embedding all field test questions in the actual tests that count. But New 
York's limited printing system is apparently an impediment to this. As test-creator Pearson explains, "New 
York has a printing press in the Department of Education where they're printing all the tests through the 
state printing office. The limitations of that process limit the amount of content that can be tried out during 
the live administrations [of the tests that count]. That is a big limitation and it's the reason why there has 
to be a separate field test." http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/06/08/qa-testing-company-head-
defends-controversial-exams/.  New York needs to acquire greater capability printing technology, rather 
than force hundreds of thousands of school children to sit for more standardized exams, and miss even 
more valuable instruction time.  (This may be what the CCIA referred to, in referencing funds from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to reduce time on field tests.) 
  
In conclusion, we ask that you reject these proposed amendments. 
  
Sincerely, 
The Hastings-on-Hudson Executive Board 
Lisa Eggert Litvin and Jacqueline Weitzman, Co-Presidents 
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